
 

 

July 26, 2014 C is for Cure: A WaterFire Lighting for RI Defeats Hep C 

More people are now dying of hepatitis C virus infection (HCV) in the U.S. than are dying of HIV.  HCV can 

cause serious liver disease, including cirrhosis (scarring of the liver) and liver cancer. HCV is the leading 

cause of liver transplantation in the U.S.  RI Defeats Hepatitis C (RID Hep C, www.RIDefeatsHepC.com) is a 

project dedicated to the elimination of HCV in RI.  Key priorities include: 

 Facilitating strategic partnerships in RI with and among other organizations  

 Advocating to reduce the stigma and health care disparities associated with HCV 

 Developing efficient, affordable and equitable community-based responses 

 Keeping RI up to date with rapidly evolving best practices for HCV testing & treatment  

 Facilitating improvements in the capacity of RI’s health systems to address HCV 

 Utilizing innovations in health technology to enhance screening, diagnosis, care & cure. Our 1
st
 goal: 

getting all RI electronic medical record systems to prompt Baby Boomer HCV screening. 

 Developing on-site HCV care for high prevalence populations 

 Fostering HCV research that focuses on enhancing care in RI 

 Using RI’s world-class arts community to engage people in the HCV field 

For the first time in history, eliminating HCV can be proposed -- due to advances in HCV treatments.  C is for 

CURE; HCV is curable.  Several ‘game-changing’ HCV pills, Direct Acting Antiviral Agents (DAAs), were 

recently approved by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA).  DAAs inhibit viral replication and cure HCV 

in most people, as long as they are taken as prescribed. DAAs provide safe, brief, effective therapy.  Treatment 

of HCV leading to cure is beneficial.  Cure reduces the chance of getting ill or dying from HCV.   

HCV is a problem for the Baby Boomer generation: Americans born from 1945 through 1965. 

One in 30 ‘Baby Boomers’ has been infected with HCV; most do not know they are infected.  The more than 2 

million Baby Boomers infected with HCV account for more than 75% of all HCV-infected Americans. Many 

Boomers were infected decades ago, do not perceive themselves to be at risk, and have never been screened. 

As of 2013, the U.S. Centers for Disease Prevention and Control (CDC) and the U.S. Preventive Services Task 

Force recommend one-time screening for “Baby Boomers” as well as routine screening for all others at risk.  

Both HCV testing and treatment have been found to be cost-effective, as up-front costs are offset by the costs 

of ignoring these options and allowing HCV to progress.  Widespread rapid testing can identify individuals for 

treatment, and track and trend the disease for targeted public health interventions. Curing infected individuals 

decreases incidence (new infections) by reducing transmission (spread of infection to others).  We have 

entered an era in which elimination of HCV becomes achievable. By ramping up testing and treatment access 

now, we can avert major increases in liver disease in the U.S.   

C is for Cure: A WaterFire Lighting for RI Defeats Hep C  www.waterfire.org, will be held on 

July 26, 2014, in honor of World Hepatitis Day. We’ll raise awareness; build Community, Connection, 

Cooperation, Camaraderie; help diminish stigma; inspire people to get tested and cured; and have a beautiful, 

family-oriented, artistic, musical, creative, enchanting, free summer night out on the town.  Our Waterfire will 

include entertainers, food, music, education, testing. Let’s put HCV on the map in RI, the U.S. and beyond!   
 

WaterFire Providence is an independent, non-profit arts organization whose mission is to inspire its visitors by 

revitalizing the urban experience, fostering community engagement and creatively transforming the city by 

presenting WaterFire for all to enjoy. WaterFire centers around the installation of 80 bonfires floating on 

Providence’s 3 rivers. It attracts a large (about 65,000 people), diverse group of visitors (over 50% from out of 

state) and draws a strong international crowd. Recently, WaterFire has expanded with fires in Ohio, Missouri, 

Texas, Pennsylvania and with unique lightings in Singapore and Rome. 

http://www.ridefeatshepc.com/
http://www.waterfire.org/

